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ABSTRACT

Aim. The purpose of this study was to analyze religious issues in gender and
feminist electronic mass media in Ukraine, taking into account the specifics of their
policy, audience, and communication strategy

Methods. The empirical methods were gathered by a grouping of sites and elec-
tronic media: the official sites, the convergent scanned print media, and the social
network Facebook. Overall, the 21 electronic mass media were analyzed. The main
method of this research is a discourse analysis of religious topics. The main identi-
fied topics are representation of religions, political issues, gender history of religion,
female priesthood, dogma of religion, pedagogical and scientific topics, critique of
religion/church, anti-gender and religion, LGBT issues, sexuality, body, and reli-
gion. Only a small amount of material and topics are dedicated to religion, which is
marginalized in the Ukrainian media.
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Conclusions. Our main conclusion is that the more analytical analysis in the
material, the more tolerant the authors are to religion, but not to religious organi-
zations. The sensitive topics of sexual orientation, sexual violence, pedophilia, and
abortion rights related to church activities, are raised in the feminist/gender mass
media.

Originality. The coverage of religious issues depends on the type of media that
presents a particular gender discourse: the more radical Ukrainian media in their
visions, the less critical and stereotypical the representation of religion. Most Ukra-
inian gender media reflect general trends in the representation of religion.

Keywords: Religion, gender, feminism, Ukrainian electronic mass media,
communication

INTRODUCTION

n the field of Ukrainian humanities, both feminist and gender studies, are

largely politicized. Sometimes it acquires such bright and radical shapes
that it is detrimental to the adequate perception of both gender and femi-
nist movements. The defined situation is primarily related to the real force,
which affects both the model of interaction between people in society and
the construction of a certain type of worldview and identity. Institutional
religiosity, represented by religious associations, organizations, and chur-
ches, generally had the same functions in traditional culture and sociocul-
tural development. As we speak of mass influence, it becomes clear why
these phenomena are politicized.

The theme of the interaction and interaction of gender/feminist theory
(in the semantic context of our topic, we consider these theories as geneti-
cally related) and religion is extremely sensitive and requires an unbiased
scientific view. The general situation shows up as a ,double blindness” in
the relationship between gender and religious studies: gender studies in the
social sciences prefer not to notice religion, while most religious studies do
not pay attention to gender (Basauri Zyuzina, 2017, p. 2). This is manifested
in the perspective of mass communications at the representative level. Con-
sequently, there is a need to understand how religious issues are repre-
sented in the feminist/gender media. We focus on electronic media, which
are the most representative ones in terms of covering these issues. Also, the
Internet is one of the most productive areas of feminist discussions in the
media, thus these limitations are acceptable in the further analysis.

METHODOLOGY

Feminist theory is not so much interested in religious issues as in the
revision of religion, thus feminist theology, which comprehends different
religions, is developing quite actively. Most of these studies are about
world religions (especially Christianity, as it is open to transformation and
understanding of the new, and Judaism). Gender and feminist research in
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religion use the tools and key concepts of both gender theory (gender, iden-
tity, sexuality, power, subjectivity, sexism, gender egalitarianism) and clas-
sical theology (God, faith, spirituality, sacred, ordination, consecration).

The classics of gender and feminist research in religion are Mary Daly
(1975), Judith Plaskow and Carol Christ (2017), Rebecca Chopp (1997),
Daphne Hampson (2002), Elaine Pagels (2007), Rosemary Ruether, Eliza-
beth Schussler Fiorenza (2003), and other theorists who contributed not
only to the advancement of women’s self-consciousness in the spiritual
sphere, but also enriched the world’s philosophical and theological thought
(Sukovata, 2004, p. 388-389).

In the Ukrainian scientific community, not many scholars are engaged
in gender/feminist revision of various aspects of religion and religiosity.
First, we must mention the philosopher Victoria Sukovata (2002), author of
articles on postmodern theology and feminist research. The vast majority of
researchers focus on understanding gender and feminist issues in specific
religions and religious practices. Among them are the philosopher Orysia
Hachko (now Bila) (2012), who focuses on the analysis of the Christian tra-
dition; the theologian Anna Maria Basauri Zyuzina (2014), who specializes
in various aspects of the study of Judaism; political scientist Natalia Maly-
novska (2017), who studies the role of Muslim women in politics.

Much more researches concerns the gender characteristics of the press,
radio, television, and the Internet. Ukrainian studies of the interaction of
gender theory, feminism, and mass media are devoted to various aspects
of this issue. Here it is appropriate to mention the works of philologist
Olena Poda (2009), among whose research interests are gender studies in
social communications and literary studies. In the article , The problem of
gender roles and stereotypes in the press at the turn of the XX-XXI cen-
turies” (Poda, 2009) the author speaks particularly about religion as one
of the factors in the functioning of gender stereotypes in the media. Such
Ukrainian researchers as Serhiy Shturkhetsky (2014), Volodymyr Lemesh
(2013), Olha Sovenko (2018) dedicated their works to gender aspects of
mass media activity.

Over the last decade, the Ukrainian scientific community has had the
opportunity to read several textbooks, manuals, and scientific reports on
gender aspects of the media. In these publications, many religious issues
were related to human rights. The most relevant texts are Gender media prac-
tices: A textbook on gender equality and non-discrimination for higher education
students (Shturkhetsky, 2014), Representation of gender identities in Ukrainian
regional studies (Kostenko, Ivanov & Sovenko, 2013), and Gender for the media
(Mayerchyk, 2017).

This study is related to the research Gender issue in religiously oriented
mass media in Ukraine (Petrushkevych, 2013), which was carried out as part
of preparation to the monograph Religious communication in the context of
mass culture (Petrushkevych, 2018). The study concludes that the mass
media, which have a religious focus, is a kind of mirror that symbolically
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reflects and reproduces the existing systemic gender inequalities in soci-
ety. As a result, most media outlets operate in a patriarchal worldview
(Petrushkevych, 2013, p. 155).

HYPOTHESIS AND METHODS

Following the logic of dissemination of information and understanding
the peculiarities of communication in the Internet environment, it is natural
to assume that feminist media reflect general trends in the Ukrainian media
space in its representation of religious issues. Only a small part of them is
radical.

The methodological base consists of empirical and theoretical methods.
Empirical methods are represented by grouping of sites and electronic
mass media (full-scale, convergent printed, social networks) (Jenkins, 2006;
Pecheransky & Zinkina, 2019). Theoretical methods are represented by
a discourse analysis (Althusser, 2008) of religious topics. To confirm the
hypothesis, gender/feminist mass media and the content related to religios-
ity, religion, activities of religious organizations, and churches are analyzed
in the current research. The Internet resources that were considered have
a common feature characteristic of electronic media, which are convergent
(interpenetrating). Some mass media combine different ways of communi-
cation and transmission of information, including different types of media:
printed text, audio and video content, interactive elements (especially con-
nection with social networks), placement of electronic versions of printed
publications (magazines and collections of articles).

The diversity of selected communication strategies requires the grada-
tion of such mass media. First, these are full-scale sites with a complex con-
tent, with feedback and clearly defined thematic positions. Their authors
hold specific point of views in interpreting various aspects of gender theory
of feminist activity, usually representing a well-defined opinion on aspects
of religious issues (Petrushkevych, 2021). These are the following sites:

* Respect. Campaign Against Sexism;

e Crown. Gender Religious Information Center;

¢ Gender in Details;

e Common;

¢ The Devochki;

¢ WoMo;

e Update;

¢ Nuntiare et Recreare;

* Gays.UA;

* LGBT News from Ukraine and Around the World.

Another group consists of printed publications presented on the Inter-
net. They can be independent and function through connection with the
Internet sites. Regarding this fact, the most representative are (a) Gender
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Paradigm of Educational Space; (b) Gender Research; (c) Feminist Critique,
and (d) I (Me).

Social networks are an equally important group in convergent electronic
mass media. In this research, we focus on the analysis of Facebook, the format
of which allows to use different forms of communication and reveal a wide
range of both scientific and popular topics. Facebook communities and pages
of feminist/gender communities can be structured according to the related
religious content and topics that discuss religious events and church leaders.

THE CHARACTERISTIC OF INTERNET RESOURCES BY TOPIC

The interest in religious topics directly depends on the policy of the
electronic media and its target audience. The reflection of general tenden-
cies in the coverage of religious issues by feminist/gender electronic mass
media is well traced in the description of sites by subject. During the review
of analytical articles and information messages, a clear structure on their
topics emerged. This issue is analyzed in the collective monograph The
humanitarian field of gender studies (Petrushkevych, 2021). It is appropriate to
identify more than ten positions on the topic:

Representation of religions. Most often, the media turn to Christianity and
its varieties, Islam (here it is appropriate to highlight the neutral information
articles, posts with a positive connotation, materials on religious stereotypes).
There is less material on the national religions of Judaism and Hinduism
because it is important to know the cultural context, which is not always pos-
sible to present in the published material (Petrushkevych, 2021). The media,
which consciously offer religious multi-vectorism, should be addressed sep-
arately. For example, one of the principles of the specialized site Nuntiare et
Recreare is the recognition of religious and ideological diversity with the fur-
ther involvement in communication of people with different beliefs: Chris-
tians, Muslims, Buddhists, Jews, followers of folk beliefs, secular humanists,
agnostics, atheists, and others (Nuntiare et Recreare, 2021).

Political issues. The categories of gender and gender identity are politi-
cized both in the world public discourse and Ukrainian realities. The topic
of gender, as one of the aspects of identity, along with religious identity,
is in fact quite sensitive in the media environment. Hence, the category of
gender becomes the object of political manipulation. Feminist media often
refer to the following aspects of the interaction between gender theory
and religion in the political sphere: the Istanbul Convention (The Coun-
cil of Europe Convention on the Prevention of Violence against Women
and Domestic Violence); radical political views; ensuring women'’s political
rights in Ukraine and the world (Petrushkevych, 2021).

Gender history of religion. This topic is covered only superficially since
it can evoke an interest by a limited number of readers. The issues related
to the historical roles of women in different religions are often verbalized.
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The female priesthood. Women in official posts in churches are most often
mentioned within the modernization of Protestant movements. Another
topic discussed is the issue of the female priesthood in the Catholic
Church. The mass media turn to the position of the Head of this Church.
Feminist media also mention other religions and religious organizations
where women have the opportunity to officially represent the church. For
example, the WoMo website tells the story of a rabbi-woman from France
(WoMo, 2020).

Dogmatics of religion. This topic is almost non-existent, primarily due to
the complexity of coverage and sensitiveness about the concept of faith and
the sacred. Among the few articles we can mention the material on the site
The Devochki, concerning the interpretation of the identification of God
(Divoche Media, 2020).

Pedagogical topics. This topic is related to the spread of stereotypes in
education, the unwarranted influence of religious organizations on secular
education. However, there are quite positive examples of religious peda-
gogy in the feminist media (WoMo, 2020).

Scientific topics and the topic of religious art. This topic is also marginal in
online media, as almost all media are designed for a wide range of readers
and focus on popular content.

Critique of religion/church. Critical topics are represented by a number
of materials. Various online media have different policies for disseminat-
ing critical material about the activities of religious organizations, religious
figures, and religion in general. Most of these articles are informative and
analytical on the site Update.

Anti-gender and religion. This is one of the specific topics that can first
be found in the feminist/gender media. Given the interest of the audience,
the problems of anti-gender movements and their worldview with reli-
gious organizations in Ukraine are covered in articles on the sites Respect
(2021), Common, Crown, Update, and other online resources (Petrushkev-
ych, 2021). In general, the topic of anti-gender is quite sensitive and always
attracts attention in the feminist media.

LGBT issues. It is a kind of marker of feminist/gender media. This topic
is quite taboo, stigmatized, requires author’s awareness and competence
for adequate presentation of information. Analytical articles on the relation-
ship between church, religious organizations, and LGBT people are rare.

The majority of articles deals with various aspects of the Christian tradi-
tion. LGBT issues are also linked to specialized sites, which are characterized
by their international character. This is the already mentioned site Nuntiare
et Recreare. The latter states that it was the first site of LGBT believers in
the Russian-language Internet space. The site was originally used to serve
LGBT Christians, but now the authors also cover various religious groups.
The site presents a large number of materials on the attitude of different
religions to issues of sexual orientation and gender identity from affirma-
tive (supportive) positions (Nuntiare et Recreare, 2021).
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Appearance/clothing. Clothing is one of the identifiers of religious affili-
ation. As an element of nonverbal communication, it plays an important
role in creating one’s image for communication in society. With the help of
clothes, even to this day, adherence to certain religious norms and etiquette
is marked in everyday life. In the electronic media, this topic was quite
one-sided coverage. Almost all informative articles are devoted to wear-
ing Muslim women’s clothing: burqa, hijab, burkini, niqab (clothing that
covers not only the body, but also the face of a woman). Such articles are
most common on websites Krona, Update, Comrade, as well as in the I (Me)
Magazine.

Sexuality, body, and religion. The topic of clothing in religion is related to
the more problematic topic of physicality and sexuality. This topic can also
be found mainly only in feminist/gender media. In Ukrainian Christianity,
especially Orthodox Christianity, it is not only silenced, but partly taboo, so
it is rare to meet it in the religious media.

The topic can be clearly divided into several issues, which are present
in articles and informative messages: sexual harassment in the bosom of
church organizations; the right to abortion, the problem of pedophilia most
often associated with the Catholic Church and the Vatican’s rethinking of
its scale; rape; maternity practices.

Articles with a sarcastic tone. The use of humor is an effective mechanism
in exposing a certain problem, adjusting to critical thinking. Therefore,
some feminist media actively use sarcasm to expose the absurdity of one or
another situation in order to demonstrate the existing problem. The authors
of Update and The Devochki use this tool most actively. We suggest that
the main aim of this approach is to show that the clergy are the same people
as everyone else: they can make mistakes, talk nonsense, commit unethi-
cal/funny/strange acts. Their rank and membership in the church organi-
zation places a responsibility on them, not an indulgence in society. And
the feminist/ gender media clearly show this (Petrushkevych, 2021).

CONVERGENT PRINT MEDIA

Another group, smaller than the previous one, but no less representative
for our research, are the print media presented on the Internet. Their feature
is a combination of the classical structure of information presentation and
the newest ways of its distribution. The analyzed printed periodicals can
be divided into two categories: publications with sporadic religious themes
and feminist/ gender materials, which are entirely devoted to the analysis
of various aspects of religion.

The materials in such publications are distinguished by an analytical
understanding of the problems, mainly by a reasoned author’s position. In
the already mentioned collective monograph Gender paradigm of educational
space, there is only one article that directly relates to the position of the Church
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on the category of gender. The purpose of Beata Hovorko-Skladanek’s publi-
cation was to analyze the pastoral message of the Roman Catholic Church in
2013, which influenced the popularization of the concept of gender in Polish
society. At this time, a new Catholic concept of gender ideology emerged. In
general, the article describes the main stereotypical approaches and maxims
about the concept of gender and gender ideology, which are produced by the
Roman Catholic Church (Hovorko-Skladanek, 2015).

The topic of religion is also presented in another issue of Gender Stud-
ies. For instance, Iryna Tartakovskaya in her article ,Women’s Rights in the
Discourse of Islamic Feminism” analyzes feminism and Islam, raising the
following question: ,Can Islam be combined with feminism in principle?”.
And she replies: ,Can”. This statement has given rise many very interesting
texts that break down stereotypes about Islam and feminism. This article
aims to acquaint the reader with certain basic ideas of the most influen-
tial and interesting authors working in the tradition of Islamic feminism.
These are representatives of different countries: both those where Islam is
the main religion and those where Muslims are a minority (Tartakovskaya,
2008, p. 168). The author also compares Islamic feminism with the Western
tradition and concludes that the works of authors, who consider themselves
followers of Islamic feminism, do not reproduce the Western models. All
their attention is focused on their identity, culture, and the correct interpre-
tation of texts within their religion. None of them show contempt for Islam
(Tartakovskaya, 2008, p. 175).

It should me added that there are publications in which topics related
to faith, religion, and the activities of churches are not disclosed. This is,
for example, the already mentioned peer-reviewed online journal Feminist
Critique: Eastern European Journal of Feminist and Queer Studies. This may be
due to the fact that the magazine was created relatively recently. However,
there are editions in which some issues are devoted entirely to understand-
ing the interaction of feminism, gender theory, and religious worldview.
These include the social critique Common, magazine as Ukrainian left-wing
intellectual publication (Dudko, 2016; Kostyanchuk, 2014). One of the mag-
azine’s issue from 2014 is devoted to the topic ,Religion between exploita-
tion and emancipation”. In this issue, there are two articles that discuss the
problems of interaction between gender and religion.

The first article is ,Movement for Gender Equality in Christianity”
emphasizes that ,rethinking gender issues is especially important in the
field of religion, because by appealing to the transcendent position of reli-
gious institutions is very authoritative for believers and can legitimize
essentialist discourses in others public spheres” (Dudko, 2016). Although
initiatives to rethink religious texts and practices toward gender equality
have taken place in many religions, this review focuses on the movement
for gender equality in Christianity in the West (Dudko, 2016). The main
provisions of the article are the role of women in the Christian tradition,
the controversy over women’s ordination, the compatibility of Christianity
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and gender equality, and the activities of women’s priesthood in Ukraine.
The author proposes a scientific and non-confessional view on the issue,
involving the interviews with ordinary Christian woman-priests. Based on
the interview, the author makes a relevant remark: , The arrival of women
in traditionally male spheres of activity (politics, church, army, etc.) will
not necessarily lead to the feminization of these spheres; not necessarily
women, who perform non-traditional gender roles, will promote ideas of
gender equality” (Dudko, 2016).

The second article is ,Bread and Oranges on Easter Keara, Lesbian
Readings of the Jewish Tradition” by Martsela Kostyanchuk (2014, p. 80).
The author tries to re-read the traditions and rituals of Judaism from a
feminist and queer perspective. The main focus is to analyzes the role of
homosexual women in Jewish communities. She concludes that traditional
sources of rabbinic Judaism (primarily The Torah, The Mishnah, and The
Talmud) condemn female homosexuality much less than male homosexual-
ity (Kostyanchuk, 2014, p. 81).

In another mass media, which specializes in gender issues, one of the
issues for 2017 is dedicated to the topic ,,Gender, Tradition, and Religion”
in the I (Me) Magazine. Religious dogma and practice in Christianity, Islam,
and Judaism are comprehended there. In this magazine, the article ,Gender
in religious studies: Western experience and Ukrainian realities” by the
Ukrainian theologian Anna Maria Basauri Zyuzina is the most significant.
The author outlines the answers to several questions such as (a) how do
gender and religious studies relate and interact; (b) how do gender stud-
ies change the lives of women believers; (c) what is happening in Ukrai-
nian religious studies (2017). The article also discusses the issue of gender
courses in religious education. Following this, Basauri Zyuzina (2017) sug-
gests that , in the absence of the necessary education, we cannot hope that
serious gender studies of religion will be conducted in Ukraine”. Oksana
Kis (2017) suggests that religion can be understood through the category of
tradition:

The institution of the church is quite patriarchal and hierarchical. We see Chri-
stianity as a religion that encourages the subordination of women and gene-
rally does not allow women to worship. However, under certain critical cir-
cumstances, the Christian faith saved women and helped them survive. (p. 13)

The issue also presents the analysis of gender balance in the process
of ensuring suffrage in Muslim countries (Malynovska, 2017). The article
highlights the reforms in the electoral law system in recent decades. The
author focuses on the effect of Islam on the right to vote in the non-inclu-
siveness of elections. In another article, the position of women in Judaism
is comprehended in a historical context. The author focuses on some of the
most important female images of the Torah, trying to show the transforma-
tion of the role of women in Judaism, its legal status in the historical context
(Krasko, 2017, p. 29).
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The anthology Gender, religion, and nationalism in Ukraine edited by
Halyna Yarmanova (2021, p. 4) is placed a little away from other printed
publications on the Internet. The annotation suggests that the book is a col-
lective study conducted by a group of Ukrainian authors that analyze the
growth and strengthening of right-wing radical and religious associations
in Ukraine, using feminist optics and the repressive discursive apparatus in
the Ukrainian media and public sphere (Yarmanova, 2021, p. 4). Hence, the
study focuses more on the political dimension of the relationship between
gender and religion. The authors focus on the role of Christian churches
of different denominations, as they believe that their influence on public
policy has increased significantly in recent times (Yarmanova, 2021, p. 7).
The editor concludes that ,religious views are still key arguments in most
political debates, especially when it comes to gender and sexuality poli-
cies... The conservative position of many churches also concerns the topic
of homosexuality” (Yarmanova, 2021, p. 8). In general, the collection has a
special critical emphasis. The activities of religious organizations in Ukra-
ine are perceived as destructive to the implementation of ideas of gender
equality and feminist ideas. The authors reveal examples of political and
ideological confrontation between churches and religious organizations
and feminist/gender initiatives.

Consequently, having carried out a rather superficial, permanent ana-
lysis, it becomes clear the peculiarity of printed publications presented on
the Internet. It is a large analytical material, more author’s articles and less
informational messages. The materials are focused on rethinking the pro-
blems of interaction between feminism, gender theory, and religion, which
are mostly scientific in nature, are a presentation of research and develop-
ment based on a clear methodology. Such publications are a necessary part
of feminist discourse in the environment of Internet communication.

SOCIAL NETWORKS

Social networks are the third element of feminist/gender media that
shows convergent features. The research is focused on Facebook as the
most representative social electronic media in terms of groups and commu-
nities according to gender or religious interests. We believe that it is advi-
sable to make only a general description of the communities on Facebook
and focus on the topic, as often the materials posted in the community are
links to other Internet resources, including those that have already been
considered. Facebook communities often duplicate material from thematic
and news sites.

There are very few feminist/gender communities entirely devoted to
religion. The public group Christian feminism in Ukraine (280 participants)
is one of them (Christian Feminism, n. d.), which believe that it is possible to
combine the profession of Christianity and feminism. The Facebook group
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Christian Feminism in Ukraine is generally focused on Orthodox believers.
Its contributors do not question the need for faith, religion, and church for
modern man. The main goal of the group is a reasonable, well-founded
critique of misogynistic practices in the church and an analytical re-reading
and interpretation of Biblical stories.

The ecumenical nature of the community is clearly traced: members of
the community try to find common ground in their views and provide sup-
port to those who need it. There are elements of theological discussions as
well as pronounced apolitical. The main topics of the community mostly
posts about female saints, female positions in church organizations, anal-
ysis of the Virgin Mary, harm of surrogacy, historical excursions (about
witches), female monasticism, and domestic violence. There are scientific
and popular lectures and books about women in Christian churches and
the role of women in the formation of early Christianity. The predomi-
nant methods of communication are links to analytical materials, news,
messages of group members about the opportunities of women not only
as Christian believers, but also as active members of religious centers and
organizations of the Orthodox Church, the Catholic Church, and the Ukrai-
nian Greek Catholic Church. The group supports the idea of a Swedish
model of punishing prostitution, when clients and pimps are punished, and
woman forced into prostitution are not. The problem of abortion and the
responsibility for contraception, which should be shared between partners,
is also rising. Other discussions include the role of women in philosophy
and religion, Christian women-mystics, female pastors, and deaconesses in
the Western version of Christianity.

The most discussed are the posts about the analysis of the textbook Fun-
damentals of the Family (for 10-11 grades) by Andrian Bukovynsky and the
Curriculum according to this textbook (Bukovynsky, 2018). The Curricu-
lum was approved by the Profile Commission of the Ministry of Education
and Science of Ukraine in November 2018 and was recommended for teach-
ing in 10 and 11 grades of secondary schools. Many feminist and gender
resources criticize this book as an inappropriate source for use in secondary
school. As for this group, it mostly represents a negative attitude towards
the book in the comments.

Another specialized community NGO Association Quir-Credo (316
likes) (Obiednannia, n. d.). It is a small community that has been operat-
ing since 2013. The page is entirely dedicated to defending the position
of freely expressing both gender identity and religiosity. The problems of
LGBT integration into the Christian church are discussed and the West-
ern and Ukrainian experience is considered. Options for LGBT members
to acquire ritual rights in various Christian churches are being considered.

The topic of religion is touched on superficially in a number of feminist
communities on Facebook. For example, in the large public group Femi-
nism UA with more than 11,100 participants, religious topics are marginal,
non-specialized, related to specific events in various churches and reli-
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gious organizations (Feminism UA, n. d.). Another public group Sexism
and Misogyny (3,900 participants), which is paired with the previous com-
munity, covers stereotypical, sexist, misogynistic narratives, but religious
themes are marginal. Religions, churches, religious figures are mentioned/
criticized mainly through specific sexual acts/ statements (Seksyzm i mizo-
hiniia, n. d.).

The public page Feminism in detail (22,540 participants), which is asso-
ciated with the site Gender in detail (Hender v detaliakh, 2020), contains
posts about wearing the hijab (Feminizm v detaliakh, n. d.). The page
League for the Protection of Women’s Rights (3,115 participants) contains
posts on specific events in various religious organizations and churches.

A little more attention to religious events can be found on the page of
the social project Women are 50% of Ukraine’s success (6,450 participants).
In this large community purely official news is offered, such as the appoint-
ment of Francesca Di Giovanni to a high position in the State Secretariat of
Vatican or the work of the Women’s Council at the Pontifical Council for
Culture. There are also critical articles that are mostly related to politics. For
example, the UN statement that Ukrainian Christian churches are actively
obstructing the adoption of legislation aimed at protecting the rights of the
LGBT community; churches in Lutsk that oppose the adoption of the Char-
ter of Equality.

There are communities on Facebook in which publications on religious
topics are mostly critical. This is a group only for women Antyberegynya
(Anti-guardian) (800 participants). The slogan of the community: , Woman,
not Guardian! A Human, not an incubator and a servant!” (Antibereginya,
n. d.). The group briefly mentions religious organizations in connection
with anti-abortion positions. It criticizes not only religion, but also activities
of religious organizations. The activity of the group is often incompatible
with the ideology of religious organizations. In this case, the most critical
is the community Comrade. Liberal feminists (1,260 participants). There is
a clear critical attitude to both religion and religious organizations (Tova-
ryshka, n. d.).

To sum up, the peculiarity of understanding religious issues in the femi-
nist communities of Facebook is not only the active dissemination of infor-
mation among stakeholders, but also real dialogue in Facebook community.
This communication can have both constructive and destructive intentions.
Therefore, social networks integrate different ways of communication and
are convergent.

CONCLUSIONS

The current analysis of feminist and gender electronic media has shown
that the categories of both religion and gender become relevant only in the
context in which they are used. Only a small amount of material and topics
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devoted to religion are in the analyzed electronic media. Particularly, the
informative messages and articles predominate, but religious topics remain
marginal, which corresponds to the general tendencies of the modern mass
media discourse of Ukraine.

The religious themes of the materials vary greatly depending on the site
and the main tasks that its organizers and authors set. The more in the
article of analytical analysis, the more tolerant the authors are to religion
(but not to religious organizations). Regarding this fact, one can distinguish
the attitude towards religion and religious organizations in the texts on dif-
ferent sites. However, only few texts are related to religion. Actions of reli-
gious organizations that hinder gender and feminist initiatives in various
spheres of social development are mainly analyzed on websites.

At the same time, thematic diversity indicates the distinct interest of the
Ukrainians in the possibilities of combining religious and feminist identi-
ties. Such sensitive topics as sexual orientation, sexual violence, pedophilia,
and the right to abortion are often silenced in the information field of reli-
gious organizations, while they are raised in the feminist/gender media.
However, there is a noticeable tendency to impose stereotypes about Chri-
stianity or Islam, which often do not correspond to tradition and canon.
It can be assumed that many authors of feminist/gender electronic media
are quite skeptical in their religious views, although they live within the
semantic boundaries of Ukrainian culture, a mandatory element of which is
the infusion of Christian tradition. Therefore, when the authors expressed
their views on Christian issues, they used stereotypes less than on other
religions.

Consequently, gender and feminist electronic media in Ukraine are cau-
tious about covering religious issues like most Ukrainian secular media.
Specialized Internet sites, convergent periodicals, and feminist pages/
groups in Facebook are loyal to religious issues. Criticism or misunder-
standing is often not related to religion as a whole, but to the activities of
specific religious institutions or representatives of religious organizations.
Such critical reception is free from any religion since the same criticism
is given to Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Buddhism, Hinduism, and other
national religions. Only a small number of electronic media are fundamen-
tally opposed to religion, they support left-wing and liberal beliefs.

It is appropriate to systematize the analyzed electronic mass media
according to their communicative characteristics. First, websites organize
communication by having critical view about religion. Since they are inten-
ded for a mass audience, religious themes are presented in a very general
and stereotypical way. Second, print media are characterized by analytical
communication. The analyzed print media are an example of the conver-
gence of modern mass media, because although they are primarily print
periodicals, their availability is associated with digital representation on
the Internet. Third, communication on social networks is focused on cre-
ating a community of like-minded people. This method of communication
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is the most interactive, quite flexible to the worldviews of the audience, and
sensitive to external influences. Social networks create a collective emotio-
nal reaction to religious events, so they are influential media. Therefore,
the analyzed feminist and gender electronic media actively influence the
construction of the religious identity of their audience.

REFERENCES

[1] Althusser, L. (2008). On ideology (2nd ed.). Verso.

[2] Antibereginya [Anti-guardian]. (n. d.). [Facebook page]. Facebook. Retrieved 28 May, 2022,
from https:/ /www.facebook.com/ groups/antyberehynia/about/

[3] Basauri Zyuzina, A. (2014). Zhinky v rabinati: amerykanskiy dosvid [Women in rabbinate: the
American experience]. Shid, 3, 74-77.

[4] Basauri Zyuzina, A. (2017). Hender v relihiieznavstvi: zakhidnyi dosvid ta ukrainski realii
[Gender in religious studies: Western experience and Ukrainian realities]. Ya, 2(43), 2-5.

[5] Bukovynsky, A. (2018). Osnovy simi: prohrama dlia zakladiv zahalnoi serednoi osvity. 10-11
klasy [Basics of the family: a program for general secondary education. Grades 10-11].
Retrieved 28 May, 2022, from http://osvita-stn.ucoz.ua/Titul/osnovi_simji_145kh205.
pdf?fbclid=IwAR18SkexpY55-CfuKhUry-WUu24 A2ErcXr3wwNLMefrZY-Nd9FGO-qPbyqs

[6] Burkyny, nykaby, abaiy: chto y kak nosiat musulmanskye zhenshchyny [Burkinis, niqabs,
abayas: what and how Muslim women wear]. (2016, August 27). Update. https:/ /update.com.
ua/zhizn_tag/burkini-nikaby-abaii-chto-i-kak-nosiat-musulmanskie-zhenshchiny_n2956

[7] Chopp, R., & Davaney, S. (1997). Horizons in feminist theology: Identity, tradition, and norms. For-
tress Press.

[8] Christ, C. P. (1998). Rebirth of the Goddess: Finding meaning in feminist spirituality. Routledge.

[9] Daly, M. (1975). The Church and the second sex. Harper & Row.

[10] Dudko, E. (2016, January 7). Rukh za hendernu rivnist u khrystyianstvi [Movement for gender
equality in Christianity]. Spilne. https://commons.com.ua/uk/ruh-za-gendernu-rivnist-
u-hristiyanstvi/

[11] Feminizm v detaliakh [Feminism in detail]. (n. d.). [Facebook page]. Facebook. Retrieved
March 15, 2022, from https:/ /www.facebook.com/ groups/2452657025008527

[12] Feminizm UA. (n. d.). [Facebook page]. Facebook. Retrieved March 15, 2022, from https://
www .facebook.com/ groups/feminism.ua/

[13]Gays UA. Novosti LGBT iz Ukraini i vsego mira [Gays UA. LGBT news from Ukraine and
around the world]. (n. d.). [Facebook page]. Facebook. Retrieved March 25, 2021, from https://
gays-ua.com

[14]Hachko, O. (2012). Bibliia yak literatura v kulturi: perspektyvy rozvytku hendernykh
doslidzhen [The Bible as literature in culture: prospects for the development of gender stud-
ies]. In I. Pasichnyk, P. Kraliuk, V. Zhukovskyi, M. Zaitsev, M. Petrushkevych, Z. Yankovska,
D. Shevchuk, & N. Konopka. (Eds), Henderna problematyka ta antropolohichni horyzonty: materialy
II Vseukrainskoi naukovo-praktychnoi konferentsii 16-17 bereznia 2012 roku [Gender issues and
anthropological horizons: materials of the 2** All-Ukrainian Scientific and Practical Confer-
ence on March 16-17, 2012] (pp. 177-186). NaUOA Publishing.

[15]Hampson, D. (2002) After Christianity. SCM Press.

[16] Hender v detaliakh [Gender in detail]. (n. d.). [Facebook page]. Facebook. Retrieved January
18, 2022, from https:/ / genderindetail.org.ua

[17]Hovorko-Skladanek, B. (2015). Otnoshenie katolicheskogo kostela k ,, gendernoi ideologii” [The atti-
tude of the Catholic Church to ,gender ideology”]. In T. Doronina (Ed.), Henderna paradyhma
osvitnoho prostoru [Gender paradigm of educational space] (pp. 41-46). KNU Publishing.

[18]Jenkins, H. (2006). Convergence culture: Where old and new media collide. NYU Press.

[19] Khrystyianskyi feminizm v Ukraini [Christian feminism in Ukraine] (n. d.). Facebook.
Retrieved March 15, 2022, from https:/ /www.facebook.com/ groups/1124884147573401/
[20]Kis, O. (2017). Vysmykuvaty odne i absoliutyzuiuchy tse, nazyvaty tilky ote odne tradytsiieiu

- tse i ye vidkryta manipuliatsiia, falshuvannia i pidmina poniat [To pull out one thing and



Journal of Education Culture and Society No. 2_2022 529

absolutize it, to call only one thing a tradition - this is open manipulation, falsification and
substitution of concepts]. Ya, 2(43), 10-13.

[21] Kostenko, N., Ivanov, V. & Sovenko, O. (2013). Reprezentatsiia hendernykh identychnostei v
ukrainskykh rehionalnykh ZMI. Zvit za rezultatamy kontent-analizu drukovanykh ta elektronnykh
2ZMI pidhotovlenyi Akademiieiu Ukrainskoi Presy dlia Prohramy U-Media Interniuz Netvork [Rep-
resentation of gender identities in Ukrainian regional media. Report on the results of content
analysis of print and electronic media prepared by the Academy of Ukrainian Press for the
U-Media Internews Network Program]. https:/ /www.aup.com.ua/uploads/Zvit_genderni_
identuchnosti.pdf

[22] Kostyanchuk, M. (2014). Khlib ta apelsyny na paskhalnii keari. Lesbiiski prochytannia yudeiskoi
tradytsii [Bread and oranges on Easter chiara. Lesbian readings of the Jewish tradition]. Spilne,
8,80-87.

[23] Krasko, O. (2017). Zhenshchyny v yudayzme: hendernye roly, sotsyalnye ozhydanyia y istoryches-
kom kontekste [Women in Judaism: gender roles, social expectations and historical context].
Ya, 2(43), 29-32. http:/ /krona.org.ua/assets/ files/journal / gendernyi-zhurnal-ya-43-2017.pdf

[24] Lemesh, V. (2013). Suchasni perspektyvy doslidzhennia henderu u prostori mas-media
[Modern perspectives of gender research in the mass media space]. Visnyk Donetskoho
natsionalnoho universytetu. Seriia humanitarna nauky, 1-2(1), 174-180.

[25] Liha zakhystu prav zhinok , Harmoniia rivnykh” [The women'’s rights league , Harmony of
Equals”]. (n. d.). [Facebook page]. Facebook. Retrieved March 2, 2022, from https://www.
facebook.com/HARMONY.OF.EQUALS

[26]Malynovska, N. (2017). Hendernyi balans v zabezpechenni vyborchoho prava v
musulmanskykh krainakh [Gender balance in ensuring suffrage in Muslim countries]. Ya,
2(43). https:/ / eprints.oa.edu.ua/6796/1/Malynovska-Gendernyi-balans.pdf

[27]Mayerchyk, M. (Ed.). (2017). Hender dlia medii. Pidruchnyk iz hendernoi teorii dlia zhurnalistyky ta
inshykh sotsiohumanitarnykh spetsialnostei [Gender for the media. A textbook on gender theory
for journalism and other socio-humanitarian specialties]. Krytyka.

[28] Messina-Dysert, G., & Ruether, R. (2014). Feminism and religion in the 21st century: Technology,
dialogue, and expanding borders. Routledge.

[29]Na oblozhke glyantsa poyavilas zhenschina-ravvin [A female rabbi appeared on the cover
of the gloss]. (2020, February 3). WoMo. https:/ /womo.ua/na-oblozhke-glyantsa-poyavilas-
zhenshhina-ravvin

[30] Nuntiare et Recreare. (2021). https:/ /www.nuntiare.org/

[31]Obiednannia ,Kvir-Kredo” [NGO Association ,Queer-Credo”]. (n. d.). [Facebook
page]. Facebook. Retrieved from March 6, 2022, from https://www.facebook.com/
O0O-Obbennuenue-Kpnp-Kpeno-652443498155898 / ?ref=page_internal

[32] Otets Heorhyi: , Esly my dumaem, chto nashy multyky byly khoroshymy, a seichas plokhye,
to, navernoe, my sostarylys, no ne pomudrely” [Father George: ,If we think that our car-
toons were good, and now they are bad, then we must have grown old, but not wiser”] (2020,
February 4). WoMo. //womo.ua/otets-georgiy-esli-myi-dumaem-chto-nashi-multiki-byili-
horoshimi-a-seychas-plohie-to-navernoe-myi-sostarilis-no-ne-pomudreli

[33] Pagels, E., & King, K. L. (2007). Reading Judas: The Gospel of Judas and the shaping of Christianity.
Viking Press.

[34] Pecheransky I., & Zinkina, D. (2019). Konverhentna zhurnalistyka u suchasnomu mediinomu
dyskursi [Convergent journalism in modern media discourse]. Visnyk Kyivskoho natsionalnoho
universytetu kultury i mystetstv. Seriia: Audiovizualne mystetstvo i vyrobnytstvo, 2(2),
128-136.

[35] Petrushkevych, M. (2013). Henderne pytannia u relihiino spriamovanykh ZMK v Ukraini [Gender
question in religiously oriented mass media in Ukraine]. Ukrainoznavchyi almanakh, 11, 152-155.

[36] Petrushkevych, M. (2018). Relihiina komunikatsiia u konteksti masovoi kultury [Religious commu-
nication in the context of mass culture]. Vydavnytstvo Natsionalnoho universytetu ,,Ostrozka
akademiia”.

[37] Petrushkevych, M. (2021). Feministychni elektronni mas-media v ukrainskomu sehmenti
Internetu: tematychna riznomanitnist hendernoi problematyky [Feminist electronic mass
media in the Ukrainian segment of the Internet: thematic diversity of gender issues]. In
M. Petrushkevych (Ed.), Humanitarne pole hendernykh doslidzhen: kolektyvna monohrafiia




530 Expression

[Humanitarian field of gender research: a collective monograph] (pp. 25-53). Vydavnytstvo
Natsionalnoho universytetu ,Ostrozka akademiia”.

[38] Plaskow, J., & Christ, C. P. (2016). Goddess and God in the World: Conversations in embodied theol-
ogy. Fortress Press.

[39] Poda, O. (2009). Problema hendernykh rolei i stereotypiv u presi na mezhi XX-XXI st. [The problem
of gender roles and stereotypes in the press at the turn of the 20-21th centuries]. Derzhava ta
rehiony.

[40] http:/ / eir.zntu.edu.ua/bitstream/123456789/977 /1 /Poda_The_problem_of_gender_roles.
pdf

[41]Poda, O. (2016). Istoriia, teoriia, metodolohiia y praktyka sotsialnykh komunikatsii u dyskursi
universytetskoi osvity [History, theory, methodology, and practice of social communications in
the discourse of university education]. PE , Lira LTD”.

[42] Schussler Fiorenza, E. (2013). Changing horizons: Explorations in feminist interpretation. Fortress
Press.

[43] Seksyzm i mizohiniia [Sexism and misogyny]. (n. d.). [Facebook page]. Facebook. Retrieved
March 5, 2022 from https:/ / www.facebook.com/ groups/Sexismmisogyny/

[44]Seksualnaia  ydentyfykatsyia ~ Boha  [Sexual identification of God]. (2020,
February 5). Divoche Media. http:/ /thedevochki.com/2017/11/30/
vestnik-ada-i-seksizma-vol-22-seksualnoe-nasilie-deshevle-chem-pulya/

[45] Shturkhetsky, S. (2014). Henderni mediini praktyky: Navchalnyi posibnyk iz hendernoi rivnosti
ta nedyskryminatsii dlia studentiv vyshchykh navchalnykh zakladiv [Gender media practices: a
handbook on gender equality and non-discrimination for higher education students]. OBSE.
https:/ /www.osce.org/files/f/documents/c/3/284966.pdf

[46] Sovenko, O. (2018, May 10). Hendernyi dyskurs u suchasnykh media (na materialakh monito-
rynhu rehionalnoi presy 2017-2018) [Gender discourse in modern media (on the materials of
the regional press monitoring 2017-2018)]. Hender v detaliakh. Retrieved March 15, 2022, from
https:/ /genderindetail.org.ua/library / ukraina/ genderniy-diskurs-u-suchasnih-media-na-
materialah-monitoringu-regionalnoi-presi-2017-2018-134487. html

[47]Sukovata, V. (2004). Osnovy teorii genderu: Navchalnyi posibnyk [Foundations of gender theory:
a textbook]. K.I.S.

[48] Sukovataya, V. (2002). Femynystskaia teolohyia y hendernye yssledovanyia v relyhyy: perspektyvy
novoi dukhovnysty [Feminist theology and gender studies in religion: perspectives of new spiri-
tuality]. Obshchestvennye nauky y sovremennost, 4, 183-192.

[49] Tovaryshka [Comrade]. (n. d.). [Facebook page]. Facebook. Retrieved March 2, 2022, from
https:/ /www.facebook.com/tovaryshka/

[50] Tartakovskaya, 1. (2008). Prava zhenshchyn v dyskurse islamskoho feminizma [Women's
rights in the discourse of Islamic feminism]. Hendernye issledovanyia, 18, 167-176. http:/ /kegs.
net.ua/gurnal/18/08.pdf

[51] V Danyy zapretyly nosyt burky y nykaby [Denmark bans burkas and niqabs]. (n. d.) Krona.
http:/ /www krona.org.ua/ danija-zapret-burka-nikab.html

[52] U Turechchyni zhinky vyishly na marsh za svobodu vyboru v nosinni odiahu [In Turkey,
women marched for freedom of choice in wearing clothes]. (2017). Ya, 2(43), 16-17. Retrieved
March 15, 2022, from http:/ /www krona.org.ua/marsh-za-svobody-vibory-v-nosinni-odjagy.
html

[53] Yarmanova, H. (Ed.). (2021). Hender, relihiia i natsionalizm v Ukraini [Gender, religion, and
nationalism in Ukraine]. VTS Prynt.




